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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of group I with claims 1-13 in the reply filed 
on 8/01/05 is acknowledged. 

2. Claims 14-15 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected group II, III, there being no allowable generic 
or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 8/01/05. 

Drawings 

3. Figures 14-15 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because 
only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 
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5. Claims 1-2, 4, 10, 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Mardi et al. (u.s.p 6,891 ,384). 

As to claim 1, Mardi et al. disclose in Figs. 6, a connection unit (400, 352 of figure 
6) for electrically connecting a DUT (100) mounting board, on which an IC socket (304 
of figure 6) is mounted, with a testing apparatus (352) for testing an electronic device 
inserted into said IC socket, said connection unit comprising: a holding substrate (400) 
provided to face said DUT mounting board; and a connection-unit-side connector (304), 
which is provided on said holding substrate to be able to change a position of said 
connection-unit-side connector on said holding substrate, for connecting to a 
performance-board-side connector (356) which said DUT mounting board comprises 
(fig. 6). 

As to claim 2, Mardi et al. disclose in Figs. 6, wherein said holding substrate 
comprises, in case a position of said performance-board-side connector (304) varies 
according to kinds of said DUT mounting board, a means for moving said connection- 
unit-side connector to a position corresponding to said varied position of said 
performance-board-side connector (col. 2, lines 45-50). 

As to claims 4, 10, 12, Mardi et al. disclose in Figs. 6, wherein the connection- 
unit-side connectors are plural (304, 404 of figure 6), and distances between said 
plurality of connection-unit-side connectors can be changed on said holding substrate 
(fig. 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mardi et 
al (u.s.p 6,891 ,384), in view of Ito et al. (u.s.p 6,320,398). 

As to claim 3, Mardi et al. disclose in Figs. 6, all of the limitation except for the 
connection-unit-side connector is detachable from the holding substrate and re-attached 
to other holding substrate. However, Ito et al. disclose in col. 7, lines 15-20 the 
connection-unit-side connector is detachable from the holding substrate and re-attached 
to other holding substrate for inserting the other kind of IC or DUT on it. Therefore, It 
would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention to modify the system of Mardi et al, and provides the detachable or re- 
attachable connector, as taught by Ito et al. for inserting the other kind of IC or DUT on 
it. 

8. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mardi et 
al (u.s.p 6,891,384), in view of Tustaniwskyj et al. (u.s.p 6,522,156). 

As to claim 5, Mardi et al. disclose all of the limitations except for wherein said 
connection-unit-side connector is provided in order that said distance can be changed. 
However, Tustaniwskyj et al. disclose in Figs. 2, wherein said connection-unit-side 
connector (12b of figure 2) is provided in order that said distance can be changed (via 
14b) for making good to contact with the DUT (13c of figure 2). Therefore, It would have 
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been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention to 
modify the system of Mardi et al., and provide the connector's distance can be changed, 
as taught by Tustaniwskyj et al. for making good to contact with the DUT (13c of figure 
2). 

9. Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mardi et al (u.s.p 6,891,384), in view of Price et al. (u.s.p 6,462,570). 

As to claims 6-8, Mardi et al disclose all of the limitations except for the holding 
substrate has a penetrating hole, and a connection cable for electrically connecting the 
connection unit side connector and testing apparatus. However, Price et al disclose in 
Figs. 2-4, the holding substrate has a penetrating hole (170 of figure 3A), and the 
connection cable (fig. 2) for electrically connecting the connection unit side connector 
and testing apparatus. Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention to modify the system of Mardi et al. and 
provide the holding substrate with penetrating hole and a connection cable, as taught by 
Price et al. for electrically connecting the connection unit side connector and testing 
apparatus (fig. 2). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 0. Claims 9, 1 1 , 1 3 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

As to claims 9,11, the prior art does not teach the connection unit, wherein cross 
sections of said IC socket and said connection-unit-side connector are rectangular 
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respectively at a surface substantially parallel to said holding substrate, and said 
holding substrate holds said connection-unit-side connector so that a longer side of said 
cross section of said connection-unit-side connector faces a nearest side of said cross 
section of said IC socket, in case said connection-unit-side connector is positioned most 
closely to said IC socket, with regard to a direction of diameter; in combination with the 
other claimed features. 

As to claim 13, the prior art does not teach the connection unit wherein a small 
diameter performance board positioning member, provided on said holding substrate, 
for designating DUT mounting board of which a diameter is smaller than a 
predetermined diameter, and a large diameter performance board positioning member, 
provided at a position farther from said IC socket than a position of said small diameter 
performance board positioning member on said holding substrate, for designating a 
DUT mounting board of which a diameter is larger than a predetermined diameter; in 
combination with the other claimed features. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tung X. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1967. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nestor Ramirez can be reached on (571) 272-2034. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 



For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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